DAY 4: ONLINE MISSIONS TRIP

God is doing good things through you and many others this week!  We’re beginning to get reports back of your activities so far and hope that you are encouraged as we share some of your stories below…

Action Step:

Okay, so you’ve got your list of friends that you’re praying for and have been lifting up every day.  Let’s go a bit further and…

1) Begin to develop two or three questions for each of them that you currently don’t know the answer to.  

2) When you’ve got your questions assembled, put together a plan for when you could seek the answers to those questions.  Make it your goal to understand the story of those you’ve been praying for.  

3) Maybe you could post your questions on their profiles?  Maybe you could engage in a real-time chat and ask your questions that way?  Whatever works for you and your personality.
Scripture Focus:

On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:17 TNIV).

Jesus’ life was driven by His passion for reaching OTHERS.  God, help us this week (and far beyond) to have that same passion burning deep inside of us.  

From the Field:

(Insert personal stories from your students / leaders participating in the trip.)
Report Back:

Here’s a few more accountability questions for you.  Please respond with your answers (either to my profile or e-mail address at ____________) no later than Friday morning, February 6th.  
1) What are some of the action steps that you’ve personally taken this week to reach out to those who don’t know Jesus?

2) Did any of these things work particularly well (in your case)?  Was there a positive reaction to you sharing your faith / life / story (no need to list names)?

3) Are you encouraged or discouraged at this point in the trip?  

4) How can we pray for you as we head into the 2nd quarter of our trip?

Blessings,

__________________
Youth Workers: Starting today, I’m utilizing some action steps and discussion points inspired from Simply Youth Ministry’s “Everyone Matters” message series.  It’s a sermon series that our own students have been going through as part of the Online Missions pre-trip training.  If you would like to purchase it for yourself, please check it out at http://www.simplyyouthministry.com/resources-small-groups-everyone-matters.html.  It’s currently $18 to download and highly recommended by Yours Truly. ;) 

Also, for the remainder of the trip, I’ll be sending out these application steps EVERY OTHER DAY.  I’d encourage you, though, as the trip facilitator for your own groups, to make daily contact with your students.  For instance, I sent out this short encouragement to my team yesterday (Facebook version):

Hey everyone,

Just a quick reminder to remind you to respond to the 3 questions from yesterday. I'd like to have your responses by tomorrow afternoon. This is not only for accountability for our team, but for encouragement -- so that others can hear success stories / what God is doing through your lives this week. Some may need the extra encouragement. Don't forget!

Just answer the questions and send your responses either to my (Shawn's) Facebook profile or my e-mail address at shawn@elevationgeneration.org. We'll have some more action-steps and scripture for you tomorrow.

Keepin' you lifted up all week long!

Shawn

In this way, you can keep encouraging your students to keep focused and on track all week long.  It will also give you the opportunity to cheer them on!  

Praying with you for a great “rest of the trip”!

Shawn Michael Shoup
Contact me at shawn@elevationgeneration.org 
Visit my student blog at http://elevatingageneration.org 

Follow me on Twitter at http://twitter.com/shawnmichael 
