DAY 10: ONLINE MISSIONS TRIP

As you are reaching out this week, it is important to have an “end-goal” in sight.  What are you hoping for as a result of your efforts?  I’m hoping it’s much more than a two-week virtual-trip. 

Think about the conversations and connections you’ve made.  What will it take for you to see your friends through the discipleship process?  What will it look like when they own this whole relationship-with-Jesus-thing for themselves?  Are you committed for the long haul?  Something to ponder… although this “trip” only lasts for two weeks, our relationships and conversations with those we’ve been opening our lives to should last much longer.

1) Even your own personal relationship with God is in process.  Where are you at in your personal journey?  What people have come alongside you and committed to helping you?
ACTION STEPS:

2) First of all, stop and take note of your successes on this “trip” so far.  Have you remembered to celebrate the baby steps?  If someone has accepted an invitation from you, joined you in a spiritual conversation, or even made a commitment to Christ this week, be sure to let them know how excited you are.  Celebrate with them!


3) What about our friends that have been a little bit harder or closed off to the Gospel message this week?  If you are experiencing this, don’t give up!  Keep on loving them where they are at and letting them know that you care for them regardless.  Lift them up daily and ask God to rip to shreds the lies that Satan has spoken into their lives.  As you do this, God will open up doors of opportunity; be patient.     


a. It’s time to update your status on your profiles.  Several of you do this already, but have you considered using this as a witnessing tool?  Here’s some ideas for your to try this week; post things such as:


b. Scriptures references

c. Praise reports / how God has blessed you in your life

d. Prayer requests (be care about using this as a cover to spread rumors/negative stuff about people)
e. What God is speaking to you in your personal time with Him (if you’re okay with sharing)
f. Link to other posts or media that have encouraged you spiritually (i.e. “Shawn is amazed at the cool stories here: http://iamsecond.com”)
g. Invite your friends to church or outreach events

SCRIPTURE FOCUS:

“Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12b). 
What does this verse mean?  One thing we could glean from it is that our spiritual lives are “in process” and so are those that you are reaching out to.  Let’s never be satisfied with where we are now, but keep on asking God for more and more of Himself to show evidence of His presence in our lives.  
FROM THE FIELD:

(Insert personal stories from your students / leaders participating in the trip.)

God is with you,

__________________

Shawn Michael Shoup

Contact me at shawn@elevationgeneration.org 
Visit my student blog at http://elevatingageneration.org 

Follow me on Twitter at http://twitter.com/shawnmichael 
