Kyle Shultz’s Bible Studies

(Who God is) 
God’s Purpose for Sending Jesus

John 10:10
The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.
You might be wondering, “Why is life so tough? Where is God in all of this?” You may even think “Is God doing all of this to me?” It makes sense to think this because God has everything under control right? What a lot of people don’t think or consider though is that there is an enemy whose sole purpose in life is to keep you from the truth about God. The funny thing about Satan’s attacks is that he will attack you, but the reason he is attacking you is because he wants to attack God. I know it sounds weird, but I’ll explain. Satan tried to take heaven by force long ago. What happened though was instead of taking it, he sealed his doom. When God won the battle over Satan (which wasn’t much of a battle), Satan went to attacking man.  Why would Satan attack man then if he’s mad at God? Because God did something special with man that He didn’t do with anything else in the whole universe, He made man in His own image. So when Satan looks at you, he sees a reflection of God in you and that scares him. So what he did was tricked the first man into sinning so that man could share the same fate. But God did something that changed the whole course of the world, He sent Jesus to take care of what man messed up. Jesus came and took care of the payment of your sins. You don’t have to be good enough to get to God, God came to you. Through His payment, He offers life. You might say, “I’m living now.” The truth is that without Christ, you are just existing. The life, the rich and satisfying life, which you crave can be only found in Christ. He offers it to you freely; all you have to do is believe it and accept it for yourself.
(Difference Between Christianity and Religion)

What separates Christianity from other religions

John 13:35

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
“What makes Christianity different from any other religion?” I’ve been asked this question a number of times. A lot of times people wonder this when because they feel the need to prove to others that He exists. While everyone has the natural born instinct that there is a God, we need more than just that in our lives. While we have a natural perception that He exists, what makes it difficult is that we can’t see Him, feel Him, hear Him etc. His Word shows us that Christians are to live by faith. The thing about that is other religions demand some form of faith as well. So what separates Christianity from them? What makes it separate from the others is that when other religions tell one how to get to heaven by sweating it out with the possibility of making it, Christianity assures one of Heaven because God came down to us as Jesus. When one accepts Him into his life, Christ lives inside that believer, and the believer’s new life is one that is powered by the love of Christ that dwells in him. If you try to follow God’s commands on your own, you’ll find it’s impossible. The only way to follow them is when the believer allows Christ to rule in the heart, and powered by His love, one can walk in His Word. Not only that, but when a believer is walking in His love, the evidence of Jesus in one’s life will be so clear, that those who don’t have Him will see it and want that, because they lack His presence in their lives. If you are reading this and you feel God tugging at your heart, don’t walk away. Allow God to show you what it is that is missing in your life. If you don’t know Jesus, you can allow Him into your life here and now.
You either trust Him or you don’t

John 3:36
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him
There is a story that Jesus told in the Bible of a King who held a wedding feast for his son. This king invited everyone in his kingdom to come. The only problem was that all the noblemen of the city were turning away the invitation because they decided they would rather fill their day with their own business. So the king sent invitation to whoever would come, beggar, thief, widow, it didn’t matter. The only catch was they couldn’t come in their own clothes. They had to wear the garments the king gave to them. The feast was a joyous time, the king and the invitees were very happy. While at the feast, the king noticed a man that did not have the royal garments. Although the invitation was given to him, because he did not show up in the garments, he was thrown out of the feast, and then punished for violating the king’s command.

The truth is that the invitation for eternity with God in heaven is given to all. It doesn’t matter who you are or what you have done, God’s arms are open wide to any who wishes to accept. His requirement for you is that you believe and accept the gift of salvation that Jesus paid His life for in saving you from your sins. Through Jesus is the only way by which anyone enters the gates of Heaven. If one tries to get their on his own, he will find that he never stood a chance. God’s wrath (His righteous judgment against sin) must be appeased. If you don’t trust in Jesus and His Work, that wrath that He took care of will be completely on you. It’s either this, you believe in the Son, or you don’t.
(How to have a relationship with God)
The Reason the Bible was written

John 20:31

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
If there was one thing that I’ve heard people say about the Bible, it has to be this, that it’s hard to understand. The truth of the matter is that there is a ton of stuff that was written. If you read for about 15 minutes a day, it would take you a year to read from cover to cover. I firmly believe that the reason that people don’t understand the Bible is because they don’t know the theme (why the Bible was written). As you may or may not know, the Bible is separated into two sections; the Old Testament and the New Testament. Summarized, the Old Testament shows us that according to God’s standard, man doesn’t measure up to Him. We can see by His commands that it’s just impossible for us to follow them without messing up. The New Testament summarized says this; that Jesus came and offers life that is eternal and the only way to stand right with God. That sounds incredible! Jesus came and made it possible not only for us to be right before God, but to be free from the power of sin and the judgment that would follow! What ties these two ideas together is the solution found in today’s passage. It’s found in placing your trust in Christ and His completed work for saving you. He doesn’t require that you earn it, He doesn’t require you following a set of rules to maintain it. All He requires is your faith in Him and what He did, and through your choosing to believe, He offers you life. This life will never be taken away, and it will never end. It doesn’t just start when you die, it starts when you receive it. If you have never given your life to Christ, do you want it?

God came to us

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Most people today think that if they are going to heaven, it’s because they say they are a good person and that God loves them so He’ll let them in. While it’s true that God is loving, people forget that He is also Just (Holy). What this means is that He can’t let anything done wrong slide. If you look at your life based on the Ten Commandments, you know that you don’t measure up. The truth is that in some form we’ve broken all of those commandments. Our sins prove to us that there is no way that we can go to God on our own. That is where the good news comes in. When we couldn’t go to God, God came to us. He did so by sending Jesus and Him laying His innocent life as a payment for sins of people who were by default enemies with Him! Can you believe it, Christ died for His enemies! If you watch certain movies, like the Patriot, and you see how bad the enemy is, you begin to hate that character. At the end of the movie when he gets it, you’re glad. I never felt inside of me “Man I wish I could take his place!” No way! I was glad to see him croak! Jesus saw us in the same matter. He saw the how because of sin, we looked repulsive to God, and He STILL came and died for us! You can’t make it to being right with God on your own. Christ already took care of it though. All He asks is that you embrace Jesus and what He did to save you and you will stand right in God’s sight. As right and good as Jesus, because when you accept Christ, God sees the goodness of Christ in you because Christ’s life is then dwelling in you.

Bill Scott’s Bible Studies

God Wants To Have a Relationship with You

Psalm 56:8 
You've kept track of my every toss and turn through the sleepless nights, each tear entered in your ledger, each ache written in your book. (MSG

So what does this have to do with the God of the universe wanting a relationship with you?  Imagine with me a God that cares so much about what you are facing that He sees every toss and turn through the stressful nights you cannot sleep.  A God that counts every tear that runs down your cheek.  God loves you so much that He knows every detail about you.  Let’s face it, the only things in our lives that we know every stat on are the things we are crazy about right?  Today you can begin a relationship with a God that cares deeply about what you are facing.  He’s ready to walk with you through the tough times and give you the strength it takes to pull through.

Psalm 55:22 
Pile your troubles on GOD's shoulders-- he'll carry your load, he'll help you out.  He'll never let good people topple into ruin. (MSG) 

If you are ready to know God in a personal way and have Him walk with you through life, then simply pray the prayer below.  You are not alone, God loves you very much.

How to Know God Personally

Romans 10:9 
For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (NLT)

Many people often make knowing God a very complicating ordeal.  Having a personal relationship with God is very easy.  This verse sums it up in a very simplistic way for you and me to understand.  Believe that Jesus is Lord and believe God raised Jesus from the dead.  Jesus died on the cross for our wrong doings.  The price for sin is death.  All of us had a death sentence and Jesus knew that.  He was willing to pay the price for our sins and die on the cross; he took the punishment for you.  Know God is holding out His hand with a special gift, that is to acknowledge what He did for you and receive Him as Lord so you can accept the pardon given to you.  If you are ready to have your life turned upside down for the good and know for a fact you’ll spend eternity in Heaven after you die, then reach out and receive this gift today.  Just pray the prayer below and then email us so we can know you made this decision.

God is Love and Religion Stinks…WHAT?
Psalm 51:16 
Going through the motions doesn't please you, a flawless performance is nothing to you. (MSG)

Religion is nothing but a set of rules.  Even King David said while talking to God that being perfect is nothing to a holy God.  Even Jesus the Son of God hated religion.

Matthew 11:28 
Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you'll recover your life. I'll show you how to take a real rest. (MSG)

Jesus knew that people were tired of religion.  He has nothing to do with religion and wants you to know that if you’ll have a personal relationship with Him that you can find rest, peace and discover your life, the one you have been searching for.  God wants to have a personal relationship with you today.  He wants to walk with you, encourage you, and give you strength during the tough times.  These Bible studies are not about becoming a religious person, rather we hope you find Jesus and have a personal relationship, one that will give you the life that you have been looking for.  We all have a void in our life and try to fill it with many things but there is only one thing that works a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Perhaps today you don’t want religion but you are open to having this personal relationship with Christ.  Pray the prayer from your heart below and begin the journey today.

Janet Scott’s Bible Studies
Isaiah 40:28-29

Have you never heard?  Have you never understood?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of all the earth.  He never grows weak or weary.  No one can measure the depths of His understanding.  He gives power to the weak and strength to the weary.

Who can know God and how?   In this verse we see that we cannot measure God’s understanding and really it would be pretty difficult to measure God on any level.  He is the Creator of EVERYTHING!  God is perfect in every way.  His love is perfect in the fact that He even was willing to allow His own Son to be the perfect sacrifice for our sin so we can have a relationship with Him!  He didn’t have to let Jesus die on the cross, He could have just said forget it and destroyed the earth and all the people on it!   God is love beyond measure!  I have heard people say, “if there is a God then why do bad things happen to me?”  God gives us a free will and when people sin the consequences affect countless others around them.  How come it isn’t looked at like, “if there wasn’t a God, just think of how bad things would be!”  There would be no boundaries for what was right or wrong.  The bottom line is this;  God loves you and cares about every tear you cry and also loves to see you laugh and enjoy life.  He cares enough that the Bible tells us that He keeps track of your every tear.  The Bible also tells us that if we seek Him with our whole heart we will find Him, well you must be seeking Him today if you are reading this, if you haven’t accepted Him as your personal Savior I would encourage you to do that today.  Check out the prayer for that below and let us know how we can pray for you today by emailing us at prayer@xtrlive.com 

Titus 1:16

Such people claim that they know God, but they deny Him by the way they live.  They are detestable and disobedient, worthless for doing anything good.

Have you ever known someone that seems to be so “Godly and spiritual” on one side but when you turn your back they are mean and show no true Godly characteristics at all.  They are good at telling you how to live your life, but yet they don’t have a problem lying or not setting an example at work or in their family life.  They live two lives, one in front of certain people and then another at home or with their friends.  They put up a religious front but are missing out on a great relationship with God!  Think about it, the GOD of the Universe wants to have a close relationship with you!  He longs to be loved, adored and pursued by you.  He doesn’t want to settle for something mediocre any more than you would want a mediocre relationship with your spouse or boyfriend or girlfriend.  Religious acts are so self defeating because you miss out on so much.  So as you strive to know God better don’t just pick up a bunch of rules that make you “look” spiritual like the Pharisees, dig deep and don’t settle for anything less than a really close relationship with Him!

Ephesians 1:4-8 
Long before he laid down earth's foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole and holy by his love.  Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!)  He wanted us to enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son.  Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured out on the altar of the Cross, we're a free people--free of penalties and punishments chalked up by all our misdeeds. And not just barely free, either. Abundantly free!  He thought of everything, provided for everything we could possibly need (MSG) 

Reading these verses make it obvious that God loves us beyond measure! Can you imagine Him doing all of this but never wanting to have a personal, one on one relationship with you, NOT A CHANCE!  He created us so He COULD have a relationship with us!  He even went to the trouble of insuring that it would be forever if we chose to.  Sometimes we make having a relationship with Him so much more difficult than it is.  He says if we seek to have a relationship with Him that He will be there, waiting.  Have you ever really liked someone and tried all you could do to get their attention and yet it just didn’t seem like the feelings were mutual and they just didn’t show any interest in a relationship with you?  I’ve been there and it is heartbreaking!  It was revolutionary in my relationship with God when I finally realized that He feels the same way about us, He longs to have a close relationship with each of us.  He created us all different so He could have a unique relationship with every one of us, no exceptions, unless you reject Him.  His heart is on the line, He is waiting and longing for you to reach out to Him so He can have a close, loving relationship with you.  

Michael Williams’ Bible Studies
Exodus 6:7 
“I will claim you as my own people, and I will be your God.” 
What other faith on earth allows you to have a personal relationship with their God?

None. God’s have always only represented something bigger, better, and beyond man. 

Okay, so, in some belief’s you have men aspiring to become gods, but, how often do you run across a God who wants to become a man, simply for the sake of having a closer relationship with them? Not only just to become a man, but to pass on his power men, empowering them to experience life as only a divine could, to have heaven on earth, or a “heavenly kingdom” on earth. How many other faiths have gods that care for, and look after those that he or she rules over without any form of sacrifice or offering? I never did anything for God, yet he gave his life for me, and has taken care of me my ENTIRE life. This Yahweh cares for me. CARES, for me. Never, have I ever, heard of something so great, so wonderful, caring for something so small and so insignificant, Just because He can and wants to. Truly, this is a marvel no other faith, ideology, or belief will ever fully realize or interpret absent of acknowledging God himself in the process.  

1 John 3:16
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 

When water is frozen, it turns into ice. When it is heated, it turns to steam, and at room temperature it is a liquid. When water is frozen, it is still water. When it is heated, it is still water. Water, is water.

Think of God in this way. In one form he is God, a spiritual being that is beyond our physical consciousness. God is also physical in Jesus. 

And God, in His most natural state, what he is essentially, is Love. You see love in the Detail that God, the spirit, put into making a wonderful world filled with beauty for us to explore, marvel at, and enjoy. You see his Love in his willingness to give his life for us as a mortal man. Then you see his love active in the lives of those who have devoted all they have to him. 

God is not some guy that looks like Charlton Heston in a white rob, nor is he a blue eyed, straight haired white guy in a Leonardo De Vinci painting, he is so much more than spirit, so much more than a man. God is essentially love. Steam is essentially water. Jesus is essentially God in physical form. Ice is essentially water in solid form. God is palpable, unexplainable love. Then comes the question, What is Love? Welcome to what the Christian walk is all about. The more we understand about love, the more we understand about God. 
Matthew 25:45
“I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.” 
Have you ever gotten in a fight, or nearly gotten in a fight with someone because they messed with one of your siblings? It was almost as though when they picked on your flesh and blood, they were picking on you. Let’s be honest, you are the only one who is allowed to mess with them, everyone else had better back off. And that is normal, they are you flesh and blood. Like wise, when someone steps in and helps out your sibling in a situation when you just happened not to be there, that person becomes you new best friend. This is one way our relationship with God works. Believe it or not, we are God’s flesh and blood. We were created in HIS image (Gen. 1:26). When we help one another, it is as though we are helping God himself. When we wrong one another, we wrong God’s flesh and blood. He loves us all very dearly, and one way we develop a deeper relationship with God, is to develop, deeper, more meaningful relationships with one another.

